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They All Had Their Say 


at New York Civil Liberties Conference 


Choosing three of the most pertinent issues that 
involve Civil Liberties, the New York Civil Liberties 
Union held a Conference on Lincoln’s Birthday at the 
Henry Hudson Hotel to consider: 


Congressional Investigations and Constitutional 
Protection of Citizens’ Rights 


Freedom in Education 
Freedom of Expression 


At a luncheon, preceding the panel discussions, 
Patrick Murphy Malin, Executive Director, American 
Civil Liberties Union, spoke on “How Goes the Bill 
of Rights?” and John Paul Jones, Chairman of the 
Board of NYCLU, discussed “Are There Threats to 
Civil Liberties in New York?” 

Over 600 people attended the meeting which was 
noteworthy, because, not only were prominent civil 
libertarians on the program but because people usually 
considered “on the other side” took constructive part 
in the discussions. 

As Chairman Jones said, “Too often we hold meet- 
ings and talk to ourselves. This conference provided 
an excellent opportunity for New Yorkers to hear 
varying points of view.” 

Dr. Arthur J. S. Rosenbaum, chairman of the panel 
on “Freedom of Expression,” set the tone of the Con- 
ference when he said, in introducing the discussants, 
“It is not the purpose of the meeting to draft reso- 
lutions or to take action, but rather to ‘air’ our various 
points of view so that we may be guided in future 
action.” 

Here are some excerpts from conference remarks 
that give an idea of the spirit of the occasion: 

“There is no necessity for Congressional investiga- 
tion of the teaching profession in this country. The 
teachers themselves recegnize their own responsibilities 
as well as their rights in the pursuit of academic free- 
dom. The civil rights of teachers are rights they enjoy 
as citizens, not as teachers . . . membership in the 


Communist Party or any other organization which gives 
explicit instructions to its members to betray their pro- 
fessional trust is prima facie evidence of professional 
unfitness. The faculties themselves can be entrusted 
with the power to cleanse their own ranks without the 
help of lay investigators.’—Professor Sidney Hook, 
New York University. 

“Some among us may still exercise their legal right 
to join the Communist Party or in one way or another 
support its fronts and causes, provided they do not 
conspire to teach and advocate violent overthrow of 
our government, etc. But they have no basis in law, 
ethics or history to expect that those who believe in 
our nation and in its institutions will support or 
patronize them. One is not obliged to play host to 
parasites, particularly to deadly parasites. 

“I personally am decisively opposed to any private, 
unofficial ‘hearing boards’ in the entertainment in- 
dustry. It is understandable that many in good faith 
should seek for a uniform, effective procedure for 
determining precisely who are, and who are not, Com- 
munists and notable supporters of the Communist 
movement. It is also a fact that much, perhaps most, of 
the pressure directed at setting up such private hearing 
boards comes from those who are still Marxists of one 
type or another, though they are no longer Leninist- 
Stalinists. Such unofficial boards would have no power 
to subpoena witnesses, to compel testimony under oath, 
nor to invoke the penalties for perjury. Such ‘kangaroo 
courts’ are not in the American tradition. I am com- 
mitted to fighting entertainment-industry Communism 
in the public forum, on the basis of documented evi- 
dence, implemented by informed public opinion.”— 
Vincent W. Hartnett, Co-Author “Red Channels.” 


* * * 


“I have been asked whether I think the Communists 
in the United States are dangerous. I think they are, 
but not so much for what they do as for what they 
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cause us to do to ourselves. The chief thing the Commu- 
nists in the United States can do is to stir up fear, sus- 
picion and hate. The blacklisters and those responsible 
for the blacklist do far more along this line for the 
Communists than the Communists could do for them- 
selves. 


“I hate what the Communists stand for. I hate to 
see their principles imported into the United States. 
I hate to see democracy destroyed in the assumed 
attempt to maintain it. Free speech and other rights 
guaranteed by the Constitution are merely words on 
paper in the climate that is aroused by the blacklist 
and all that it entails.’—Arthur Garfield Hays, General 
Council of the American Civil Liberties Union. 


“It is in this state of affairs in our contemporary 
world that should alarm us. Educators—as scholars and 
teachers are under a growing cloud of suspicion; . . . 
Dubious witnesses are being given credence; legisla- 
tors, university governing bodies and alumni groups 
are voicing their want of confidence in teachers. The 
charge is not only that of Communism, although this 
is the most common. There are other charges: that 
teachers are or have been New and Fair Dealers, 
Keynesians, Freudians, Deweyites. They are asked to 
sign special oaths of loyalty; purge themselves before 
investigating committees; surrender the only protection 
against self-incrimination they have, the safeguards of 
the Fifth Amendment. 


“I want to make my own position clear. I am op- 
posed to Communism and have openly and publicly 
fought it for almost two decades . . . but our universi- 
ties will be in peril—and the morality of our youth in 
danger as long as universities will be compelled to 
discharge educators only because they have been Com- 
munists or Keynesians or Freudians or Deweyites.”— 
Dean Louis M. Hacker, Columbia University. 


“Hearings of the Senate subcommittee on internal 
security have shown that conditions reflecting extensive 
subversion have existed for years without molestation 
until the subcommittee moved into operation, and only 
then was anything done. I cite as a ‘prime example’ the 
situation at the United Nations Secretariat.’—Robert 
Morris, special counsel to the Senate subcommittee on 
Internal Security. 


TO NYCLU MEMBERS 


Following the highly successful Conference on Lin- 
coln’s Birthday, February 12th, is an auspicious time 
to launch our NYCLU NEWSLETTER. That Conference 
was not only well attended but it set forth and sharp- 
ened the issues of paramount importance to free insti- 
tutions. It revealed also the extent to which New York 
City and environs is a battleground on which some of 
these issues are to be resolved for better or for worse. 
The final outcome may depend upon the extent to 
which we can arouse, enlighten and form public 
opinion. 

As I, and others, pointed out at the February Con- 
ference, one of the great dangers is public acquiescence 
in the repeated infringements of the Bill of Rights. 
People get tired and discouraged when repeated denials 
of due process and fair play attain a quasi-legal status 
and people—even intelligent people—take refuge in 
the easy and dangerous notion that unpopular ideas or 
persons shouldn’t expect equality of treatment with 
the rest of us! Recent and shocking revelations about 
Police brutality in New York are an an old story to 
the NYCLU staff and Board members. But the public 
by and large feels that a man should keep out of the 
toils of the police and if he doesn’t—well, it’s just 
too bad! What the public doesn’t realize is the great 
temptation to and opportunity for lawlessness embodied 
in a uniformed officer if the public conscience doesn’t 
require him to remember that his position is not to 
judge or punish, but to apprehend the alleged offender 
and present him for proper review or trial. 


Due largely to the generosity of the late Miss Florina ° 


Lasker, long Chairman of the New York Committee 
of the ACLU, and her family, the NYCLU is now 
iN a position to serve with greater usefulness. We have 
a devoted and capable executive in George Rundquist 
and we have a fine working Board of Directors. I am 
proud and honored to be their Chairman and I be- 
speak the wholehearted cooperation of all members 
of the Union in this area. 


fr Penyfome 


Memorial Fund 


Brandeis University has set up a David K. Niles 
Memorial Fund to provide scholarship and fellowships 
and to finance research in civil liberties and minority 
rights problems. Mrs. Eleanor Roosevelt has been 
named honorary chairman. 
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NEWS FROM QUEENS 











With the appearance of CiviL LIBERTIES IN NEW 
YorK, the Queens Civil Liberties News has discon- 
tinued publication. This department, however, will pre- 
sent items of special interest to members of the Queens 
chapter. 


Siegel to Speak in Queens March 25 


The Queens College Alumni Association is sponsor- 
ing a public meeting on March 25 at 8:15 p.m. in 
Room 101 of Remsen Hall. “Academic Freedom: 
Heritage or Threat?” is the subject. R. Lawrence Siegel, 
well-known attorney and a member of the Board of 
NYCLU, will speak. Such questions as “What are the 
proper limits of academic freedom today?” “Who shall 
define them?” “Who shall impose them?” will be dis- 
cussed. Miss Judith Crist of the Herald Tribune will 
be the moderator. Joining Mr. Siegel in the discussion 
will be Dr. Oscar Buchvar, Vice-President, College 
Division of the Teachers Guild; Joseph Clancy, Presi- 
dent of the Student Council, City College; and a rep- 
resentative of the American Legion. 


Membership Drive Continues 


As members are aware from the special mailing sent 
out by our Membership chairman, James Bechtold, the 
Chapter is conducting its own membership drive within 
the campaign of the national ACLU. Thirteen new 
members were added in December and 25 in January. 


Nominations Due in April 


According to the Chapter By-laws, all nominations 
for the General Committee for the terms beginning in 
May, 1953, must be in the hands of the Secretary, 
Mrs. Daniel Kornblum, thirty days before the Annual 
Meeting which takes place in May, the date not yet 
determined. A slate will be named by a Nominating 
Committee, but nominations may also be made by any 
ten or more members of the Chapter. Mrs. Kornblum’s 
address is 154-05 Beech Avenue, Flushing. 


Committee members whose terms expire are James 
Bechtold, Arthur Bronstein, Beatrice Shainswit, James 
R. Kreuzer, Ramona G. Newhouse, Frank G. Opton, 
Rudolph Rodgers. Six are to be elected for three-year 
terms, one for one year. 


Chapter Table at Conference 


Six members of the General Committee, with others 
from the Chapter, had a special Chapter table at the 
Lincoln’s Birthday conference. One or more members 
of the Committee attended each of the panel discus- 
sions after the luncheon. 


NOMINATIONS 
For NYCLU Board of Directors 


The term of one-third of the Board of Directors 
expires this year. An election to fill the expiring 
terms of directors will be held at the annual meet- 
ing of the corporation, the time and place to be 
announced later. 

A committee to nominate candidates for the 
Board was appointed at the regular meeting of 
the Board of Directors, March 3. This committee 
solicits members’ suggestions for candidates for 
the Board of Directors, persons who have publicly 
demonstrated their concern for and adherence to 
civil liberties for everybody. 

Please mail your suggestions to Josephine 
Scheiber, NYCLU, 170 Fifth Avenue, New 
York 10, N.Y. 











We're Growing 


Over 500 new members have joined NYCLU since 
the National Membership campaign started last fall, 
bringing the total New York membership to approxi- 
mately 4,500. Pass this blank along to a friend and 
help double the membership in 1953! 


All members of the national ACLU in Greater New York (the 
five boroughs and Westchester, Nassau and Suffolk counties) belong 
to the New York Civil Liberties Union, which in 1953 is receiving 
about one-fourth of the ACLU’s total income from the Greater New 
York area. 

NYCLU-ACLU members of the following classifications receive 
CIVIL LIBERTIES IN NEW YORK bi-monthly from the NYCLU, and, 
from the national ACLU, Civil Liberties once a month and the Union's 
annual report on U.S. liberties, and they are entitled to single copies 
of some 30 ACLU pamphlets, on request: 


PARTICIPATING MEMBER ....... $100 
COOPERATING MEMBER 2 $50 
SUSTAINING MEMBER $25 
SUPPORTING MEMBER . $10 
CONTRIBUTING MEMBER $5 


Associate Members at $2 receive CIVIL LIBERTIES IN NEW YORK, 
Civil Liberties, and the annual report. The national office will send 
its weekly bulletin, on request, to members contributing $10 or more. 

By joining the national ACLU, New Yorkers automatically become 
members of the New York Civil Liberties Union, which receives 25% 
of the ACLU’s Greater New York income. Be as generous as you can! 


NEW YORK CIVIL LIBERTIES UNION 
170 Fifth Avenue, New York 10, N.Y. 





Here is my $ membership contribution. 


NAME sak 
(Please print) 
ADDRESS Co : 
CITY ZONE STATE 
OCCUPATION 
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YOUR BOARD IN ACTION 


The Board of Directors of the New York Civil 
Liberties Union meets once a month at the Hotel 
Martinique. That simple statement gives little evidence 
of the sometimes violent activity that goes on or the 
concrete work that is done. 


First, let’s look at the make-up of the Board. It is 
composed of men and women engaged in various pro- 
fessions. Because of the Union’s legal work, there is a 
corps of able lawyers who often are asked to define 
their terms by the non-legal members. There are sev- 
eral public relations specialists. The Chairman is a 
Protestant Minister, another active member is a Rabbi. 
Business is represented by a toy importer and a pro- 


ducer of adhesives. Othet-membere include a well - 


known author, a magazine writer, a housing specialist 
and several college professors. George Rundquist, the 
Executive Director, attends to all the details of agenda, 
follow-up and is a liaison between the National and 
New York. 


What goes on? Minutes of a typical meeting reveal 
the following subjects for discussion: 


Harrison, New York, Loyalty Oath: This involves 
the requirement of a loyalty oath by representatives 
of organizations seeking to use school buildings, by 
the Board of Education in Harrison, New York. It was 
reported that this oath had been declared legal by the 
State Commissioner of Education under Section 414 
of the State Education Law. It was further reported 
that, of three PTA groups in the school community 
(each representing one of the major religious faiths), 
only one had opposed the signing of such an oath. The 
Board appointed a member to make inquiry of the State 
Commissioner of Education as to the legality of Sec- 
tion 414 and to gather other pertinent information so 
that action could be taken at the next meeting. 


Hammond-Morgan Amendment to Education Law: 
It was voted to adopt the recommendations of the com- 


mittee which advocated repeal of the Amendment and 
to investigate the principle of the separation of church 
and state. 


Public Housing Case: A mother of three children 
who applied for relocation in a city housing project 
after learning that the premises in which she lives is 
to be demolished. She was informed that her family 
was qualified for relocation to a city housing project 
and that there were openings in three city develop- 
ments. In applying for an apartment, however, she 
was told that, because of the illegitimacy of her young- 
est child, and the fact that she is not now living with 
her husband, she was not eligible for city housing. The 
Board appointed a committee to confer with the direc- 
tor of the New York Housing Authority and to report 
its findings to the Board. = 


Hack Licensing Bureau: The office reported that 
the Police Department had granted permission for a 
representative of the NYCLU to sit in on the hearing 
of the Hack Licensing Bureau. The Board will take 
action if the observer finds that the Bureau is infring- 
ing upon the civil rights of drivers. 


But, you may say, it looks as if no direct action is 
ever taken. Remember, however, that whenever the 
Board votes to explore a question, to investigate the 
legal aspects, to formulate a policy on an issue, some 


Board member is appointed to get further information - 


and to act. It may be that he is given latitude to use 
his own judgment or that he is requested to report 
back to the Board. In any case, the once-a-month meet- 
ing is simply a clearing house for a beehive of activity 
on the part of individual members. 

The Chairman must be a parliamentary wizard for 
your Board is a vocal group. He is also one who be- 
lieves in starting the meeting just as everybody takes 
his first sip of soup. No time is wasted even when the 
lawyers argue among themselves or when the agenda 
is crowded with problems to be considered. And every- 
one pays for his own lunch. 
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